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About the service...

“Divine Service I” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church. It became the service
commonly used by English-speaking Lutherans in America and appeared as “The Order of the Holy

Communion” in The Lutheran Hymnal.

About the theme...

The Christian lives as wheat among weeds as he waits for the harvest. In the Prayer of the Day we ask for the
spirit to live like wheat—to think and to do what is right—even while we live in this sinful world. Living with
an eye on the coming harvest gives us encouragement, comfort, and hope. God bless your worship!

ORDER OF SERVICE

OPENING HYMN

This Is the Threefold Truth

CW #4006:1-3
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INVOCATION

M:

C:

C:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Beloved in the Lotd: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to
do what is good. For all this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us, and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ, and by his authority,
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:

C:

Let us pray.

Grant us, Lotd, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do anything that is
good without you, may by your help be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

BAPTISM (Monday evening)



THE WORD

FIRST LESSON Joel 3:12-16

Joel uses a harvest scene to picture God’s judgment against bis enemies. God will be a refuge for all believers.

“Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit

to judge all the nations on every side. '3 Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, trample the
grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow—so great is their wickedness!”

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lotd is near in the valley of
decision. > The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine. 16 The LORD will
roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the heavens will tremble. But

the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of Israel.

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:26,27

Prayer is a gift from God for all believers who are living as wheat among weeds.
Surrounded by wickedness, the power and comfort of prayer is a great privilege indeed.

26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for,
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance
with the will of God.

VERSE OF THE DAY Isaiah 55:11b

Allelnia. My Word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. Allelnia.

Please stand.

GOSPEL St. Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43

In righteons zeal, followers of Christ have been tempted to destroy the enenties of the Church.
Jesus’ parable demonstrates why his Church must not use the sword. Final judgment belongs to our God.

24Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like 2 man who sowed good seed in
his field. ZBut while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat,
and went away. 20When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.
2"The ownet's servants came to him and said, 'Sit, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where



then did the weeds come from?' 28" 'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do
you want us to go and pull them up?' 2" 'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the
weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 3Let both grow together until the harvest. At that
time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then
gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'"  3Then he left the crowd and went into the house.
His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field." 3"He
answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 3¥The field is the wotld, and the
good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, ¥and the
enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.
40"As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 4'The Son of
Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and
all who do evil. ¥?They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. ¥Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.

He who has ears, let him hear.

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.



We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, You Thankful People Come
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MESSAGE Romans 8:26,27.

The Best Prayer Partner, Ever!




OFFERING The Offering will be received as you leave

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH C: Bold print

Heavenly Father, we have sought meaning, comfort and sustenance from all the wrong places.
Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that our hearts may be turned to Your Word, that we may hunger for
Your Son’s body and blood, and that we may discern truth from error. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Father, we know that Your steadfast love and mercy are forever, but our faith is daily tested and
tempted. Give us strength and endurance, that we may not despair but have confidence in Your
sufficient grace. Guide us to seek our consolation in Your Word and Sacraments, and prepare us to
receive the Lord’s body and blood in this Holy Communion. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father, we are daily and richly surrounded with Your love and care. Grant us eyes to see Your
mercies new every morning and grateful hearts, that what we have received we may share with
those in need and generously support the work of Your Church. Lotd, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Special prayers and requests may be added here

Father, we ask You to grant us all things needful and to keep from us all things harmful to us and
to our salvation for we trust Your wisdom and Your love. Teach us to pray without fear,
“Your will be done”; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



THE SACRAMENT
We are a “sacramental” church. We believe that in Baptism and the Lord’s supper, God comes to us with forgiveness
in very tangible means. Becanse the Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament
and that receiving the sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our
guests to speak with the pastor before communing. We do not want to be presumptuons and put you in a position of
stating your agreement with our convictions before we have had an opportunity to explain them. We do look forward
to any opportunity to discuss with you the Christian faith. ~Personal Preparation for Holy Commmunion may found
onp.  Of this service folder.
PREFACE
M: The Lord be with You.
C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is good and right so to do.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that
where two or three are gathered together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his
flock till he comes again in glory.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:

Our Lotd Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.



Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Just As I Am
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After distribution please stand

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good:

C: And his mercy endures forever.

CLOSING PRAYER

M: God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our
humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your
Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

DIVINE SERVICE I is is taken from CHRISTIAN WORSHIP SUPPLEMENT © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Sent Forth by God’s Blessing © 1964 World Library Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted & podcast with
permission under One License A-730420.
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HYMN Sent Forth By God’s Blessing
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION

What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word?

He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.

What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them?

I shonld excamine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well I have carried ont my responsibilities as a
busband or wife or single person, as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have 1 loved God with
all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? Have I been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have
I been selfish, lagy, envious, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given anyone a bad
name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is right and
good?

Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment, what should I do?

A:

Q:
A:

I will confess before God all my sins, those which 1 remember as well as those of which I am unaware. I will pray to God for
bis mercy and forgiveness.

How do I receive his gracious forgiveness?

His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the cross for me to pay the full price for all ny
sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have been clothed in my Savior’s perfect righteousness and holiness.

What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his?

A: In Holy Communion be gives me his body and blood together with the bread and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink
to unite me with him and my fellow believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but sweeps away
all my doubts about bis love for me, gives me bis own strength to live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of
heaven.

Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lotd's Suppet?

Az I have bis own word spoken as bis last will and testament on the night before e died. There he tells me: ""Take and eat;
this is my body. Drink_from it, all of you; this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in
remembrance of me. "

Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus?

A: 1 will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight temptation, do my best to correct whatever
wrongs I have done, and serve him and those around me with love and good works.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it
strengthen me to remain in you as you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to
others. Amen.
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