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The Season of Advent  
 

Watch! Wait! Repent! Rejoice!  These are the rousing calls of the Advent season now upon us.  In these 
weeks before Christmas we anticipate Jesus’ first advent, or coming, as our Savior at Christmas.  But we also 
wait in expectation for his second coming as Judge on the Last Day.  Between these two “advents” of our 
Savior, Jesus comes to waiting hearts through the Gospel in Word and Sacrament.  

 

God bless your worship! 
_______________________ 

 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
GATHERING SONG                                                          Lead Us to Your Light 
          by Carol Browning 

 
Please remain seated. 

 
Singers will introduce the refrain; the congregation joins in singing it a second time and thereafter as indicated.  

 
Refrain: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cantor/Choir:  Come, O come, O come, Emmanuel.  Come with us on earth here to dwell.  
 
      C:  Refrain 
 
 

Cantor/Choir:  Rouse us from sleep, wake us from our slumber,  banish the darkness of night.  
 

 C:  Refrain 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION 
 

M: The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news 
to the poor.  He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners. 

 
C: Hold on to the good.  Avoid every kind of evil.   
 
M: Today God calls us to repent of our sins and seek his pardoning grace.  
 

 Almighty and merciful Father,    
 
C:   we confess that we are sinful and unclean by transgressing your holy will.  
 We have not held on to the good;  we have not avoided evil;  we have not always lived 

joyfully or prayerfully.  
 

 Forgive us our sins for Jesus’ sake.    

 
ABSOLUTION 
 

M: Rejoice in the Lord, always!  The Lord is near!  As a called servant of our Advent Savior and by 
his authority,  I forgive all you all your sins in the name of the Father, (†) Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
M:  I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God.   
 
C:  For He has clothed me in the garments of salvation,     
 
M:  and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness.   
 
C:  Be joyful always;  pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances.   
 
M:  Three candles are lit as joy and light builds for the coming of our Savior, Jesus:  
 
C:  He will bestow on you a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.   
      The one who  calls you is faithful, and he will do it.  

 
As the candle is lit, the congregation sings:  (Tune: CW #23) 
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THE WORD 

 
SALUTATION 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Let us pray.   
 
 Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliverance. 

Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C:   Amen. 
  
  
 
 

Oh, come, O  rod    of   Jes-  se's          stem.   From ev-ery   foe   de- 

         li—- ver            them   That  trust your  migh- ty     pow'r      to  save: 

Bring them in    vic- tory     through    the grave. 
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FIRST READING               Isaiah 61:1-3; 10,11  
 

 The messenger of God, Jesus, proclaims the good news of the Lord’s favor.   
The believer (vv.10, 11) rejoices in the good news! 

   
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor.  He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 
and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn,  3 and provide for those who 
grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of 
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor. 10 I delight greatly in the Lord; 
my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a 
robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. 11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to 
grow, so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.  
 
 
SECOND READING                    I Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 

Paul tells us how God wants us to live—joyfully, thankfully, prayerfully, and spiritually— 
as we wait for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you 
in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but test 
them all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil.  23 May God himself, the God of  
peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY Matthew 11:10          

 
Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you. Alleluia.  

 
 
GOSPEL                              John 1:6-8; 19-28   

 
John the Baptist is a witness to the true Light, Jesus Christ, that was coming into the world.   

 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify  
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came 
only as a witness to the light.  19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in 
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Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but 
confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.”  “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22 Finally they said, “Who are 
you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 24 Now the Pharisees who had been 
sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not 
know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C: Praise be to you O Christ! 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Prepare the Royal Highway 

CWS #702 
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THE SERMON   Isaiah 61:1-3; 10.11 
                             

Hear the Good News!    
News that liberates!    
News that delights!  

 
 
APOSTLES CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Holy Christian Church - the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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 OFFERING                                                                              The offering will be received in back  
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the Church on earth, that her members would rejoice always in their salvation, pray without 
ceasing and bear witness about the light of the world that is Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those that God has appointed to civic leadership, that they would govern wisely, administer 
justice fairly and not abuse the authority that has been granted them, let us pray to the Lord:              
Lord, have mercy.  
 
For those who are hungry, homeless, unemployed or find themselves in any kind of need, that they 
find food, shelter and employment and come to know and confess God as the giver of daily bread, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who are ill, those recovering and those who are homebound who cannot be with us,              
that they find comfort, healing, patience and the sure knowledge that Jesus will never leave them or 
forsake them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen. 
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HYMN                                                                                                          Arise, O Christian People! 
 CW #14:1,2,4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus;  Turn not from me aside, 
And help me to receive you  This blessed Adventide. 

From stall and manger low   Come now to dwell within me; 
I’ll sing your praises gladly   And forth your glory show.  
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PRAYER 
 
M:  Merciful God, we thank you for once again having spoken to us through your Word.  Let your 

Word be a light for our path, so that neither the attractions nor the worries of this life may be 
able to turn our thoughts from the life to come.  As we now prepare to leave this house of 
God, let your Holy Spirit go with us, so that we may be responsive to your voice speaking to 
our hearts.  We ask this of you in the name of Jesus Christ, your only Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

 
C: Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 

C:  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                 Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding 
              CW #15:1,4 
   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lead Us to Your Light  by  Carol Browning. GIA Publications Inc. © 2001.  Reprinted and podcast Reprinted and pod-
cast with permission under  One License A-730420.  All rights reserved.   
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