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Christ Lutheran Church, NSP  Hugo, MN. Second Sunday in Advent 
2019 Fall Growth Group Series Week 6  December 8 

Theme: The Ax is at the Root of the Trees 
I.  Leveling Forests of Haughty Pride 

II. Planting Gardens of Peace 
 
Sermon Notes   Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Our amazing Creator God is also able to _______  _______ in 
barren, desolate landscapes. 
 
What is the difference between the pruning shears of God’s law and 
the ax of God’s judgement? 
 
Describe the most outlandish campaign promise made by a 
politician. Now describe the promises that God made through 
Isaiah regarding Jesus’ kingdom. What is the proof that God will 
keep those promises? 
 

Circle all that apply: True peace is found in... 

a. The good news of a Savior who restored our broken 
relationship with God. 

b. Hearts that overflow with hope and power from the Holy 
Spirit. 

c. The US Capitol as Congress convenes. 

d. Homes where the gospel of Jesus predominates. 

e. The assembly of the United Nations. 



2 

Growth Group Study Guide 
 
For the week of December 8, 2019 

 
 

Opening Prayer : 
 
 Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our 

learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to 
heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your Holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (from CW page 25) 

 

My Story: 

Have you ever personally met a famous politician or celebrity? Share 
the story of your encounter with that individual. 
 

Or 
 

The opening illustration of the sermon referenced restored life in 
Glacier NP after a forest fire. Has there been a place you have 
visited that powerfully attested to God’s creative or restorative 
power? Describe it in detail. 
 

Digging In: 
 
 God often uses things in his physical creation to illustrate 

spiritual truths. Glance over this reading from Isaiah 11 and 
underline every physical illustration that highlights a spiritual 
truth. Can you think of other illustrations in the natural world 
that God uses to teach spiritual truths? List as many as you can 
in two minutes.  

 Why do you think this prophecy refers to the stump of Jesse? 
Why not refer to it as the stump of David? 

 Out of the dead stump of Jesse, God brought hope and life in 
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the Messiah. Can you think of other biblical examples of God 
bringing hope and life out of a seemingly hopeless situation? 

 Verse two talks about the Holy Spirit resting on the Messiah. 
Read Matthew 3:13-17. If Jesus is the true Son of God, why did 
he need the Holy Spirit? 

 Compare Isaiah 11:4-5 with Ephesians 6:14-17. How does Jesus 
continue to, “bring justice and maintain truth?” 

 Glance over all three Scripture lessons from Sunday. Search for 
the common theme between all the readings. What is it and why 
is it significant during this second week of Advent? 

Application: 

 The sermon talked about God coming in love with the pruning 
shears of the law to cut away the sin that often controls our 
hearts. But it also warned that if we stubbornly hold on to those 
sins, God may come with the ax of his judgment. Explain why 
pruning must be daily and ongoing. 

 What description of the Messiah (Isaiah 11:1-5) brings you the 
most comfort? What description of his kingdom (verses 6-10) 
bring you the most comfort? Why? 

 God the Holy Spirit inspired the prophet Isaiah to describe the 
peace of the Messianic kingdom using vivid pictures from 
creation (ex. “the wolf will live with the lamb”). If you were to 
try to illustrate the peace that Christ brings, what word pictures 
would you use? 

 The people living during the time of the prophet Isaiah needed 
to hear this promise of the Messiah and be reassured by his 



4 

promise of peace. What are situations that today’s people face 
that make this promise equally applicable and encouraging? 

Closing Prayer Suggestions (using ACTS - Adoration, Confession, 

Thanksgiving and Supplication):  
 
 Praise God for giving us so many vivid spiritual illustrations in 

his physical creation. 

 Confess unwillingness to prune sin out of our hearts and lives. 

 Thank God for fulfilling all of his ancient prophecies and for 
sending a Messiah to bring forgiveness, life and hope. 

 Pray for peace in our world, country, church, homes, and 
hearts. 

 
 


