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The Season of Advent  
 

Watch! Wait! Repent! Rejoice!  These are the rousing calls of the Advent season now upon us.  In these 
weeks before Christmas we anticipate Jesus’ first advent, or coming, as our Savior at Christmas.  But we also 
wait in expectation for his second coming as Judge on the Last Day.  Between these two “advents” of our 
Savior, Jesus comes to waiting hearts through the Gospel in Word and Sacrament.  

  

God bless your worship! 
__________________ 

 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
GATHERING SONG                     Lead Us to Your Light 
                by Carol Browning 
                                           
Please remain seated. 

 
A cantor will introduce the refrain; the congregation joins in singing it a second time and thereafter as indicated.  
 

Refrain: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cantor:  Lord, we await your coming to our world; bring us the gift of salvation. 
 
      C:  Refrain 
 

Cantor:  Lord, you are our hope and healing for our world;  come, now, and bring us your good 
 news. 

 

 C:  Refrain 
  

 
INVOCATION 
 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION 
 

M: The Lord is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. 

 
C: Who can discern his errors?  Forgive my hidden faults.  Keep your servant also from 

willful sins;  may they not rule over me.   
 
M: Let us confess our sins and be assured of God’s forgiveness. (brief silence for reflection) 
 

 Almighty and most merciful God,   
 
C:  we confess that we are sinful from birth, sinful from the time of our conception.               

We have sinned against you by not living holy and godly lives as you call us to live.          
We have we not always lived in a mindful way of your righteous judgment to come on 
the Last Day. Have mercy on us, O Lord, we pray. Forgive us for the sake of Jesus,           
our Savior.   

 

 
ABSOLUTION 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.   

 

C: Amen. 
 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
M:  The day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar;  
 
C:  the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid   
      bare.     
 
M:  A voice calls in the desert:   
 
C:  Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for  him.  
 
M:  Two candles are set aflame for the hope and peace our Savior brings:  
 
C:  And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it.  
      For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.   
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 As the candle is lit, the congregation sings CW #23:2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE WORD 

 
SALUTATION 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Let us pray.   
  
 Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us 

strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world;  
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

   
C: Amen. 
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FIRST READING                       Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

Isaiah’s voice was to be the voice of comfort along with John the Baptist, whose ministry Isaiah predicted.   
   

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from 
the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the 
way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be raised 
up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a 
plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth 
of the Lord has spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?”  “All people are 
like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 7 The grass withers and the 
flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the people are grass. 8 The grass 
withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.” 9 You who bring good 
news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice 
with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 See, the 
Sovereign Lord comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is with him, 
and his recompense accompanies him. 11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in 
his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.  
 
 
SECOND READING                       2 Peter 3:8-14 
 

Peter describes the Lord’s patience, his desire for man’s repentance, and his sudden return.   
Let us shape our lives to fit the pattern of the future!  

  
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a 
roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 
11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to 
live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.  That day 
will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But 
in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where 
righteousness dwells. 14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every 
effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY           Luke 3:4,6   

 
Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  

All mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia.   
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GOSPEL                                       Mark 1:1-8 
 

John the Baptist prepares the rough way for the coming of the Messiah, Jesus,  
fulfilling the words of Isaiah the prophet.  

    
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2 as it is written in Isaiah 
the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”— 3 “a voice of 
one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 4 And so 
John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. 
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was 
his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 

 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C: Praise be to you O Christ! 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

CW #16:1-3 
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THE SERMON    
                             
                                                            
   
 
  
 
NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
 
OFFERING                                            The offering will be received in back.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
 
Lord God, You sent John the Baptist as Your messenger to preach the coming of Your Son. 
Continue to send pastors to Your Church who will be heralds of good news, faithfully calling 
people to repentance, proclaiming the Gospel and administering Baptism for the remission of sins. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, You are patient and do not wish that anyone should perish. We give You thanks that in Your 
great mercy, You continue to allow the Gospel to go forth so that all might reach repentance. Help 
us to live lives worthy of Your call, and keep us ever faithful as we wait for the new heavens and the 
new earth You have promised. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, You are the God of all comfort. Look favorably upon all who suffer from mental or physical 
infirmity. Grant them healing and patience in the face of affliction, and never let them forget that 
You are with them.  We especially remember: (names may be added )  Lord, in Your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 Forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Sacrament 
 

We are a “sacramental” church.  We believe that in Baptism and the Lord’s Supper God comes to us with 
forgiveness in very tangible means. Because the Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the 
sacrament and that receiving the sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we 
ask our guests to speak with the pastor before communing. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the 
position of stating your agreement with our convictions before we have had an opportunity to explain them. We do 
look forward to any opportunity to discuss with you the Christian faith.  Preparation for the sacrament is on the last 
page of this service folder.  
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
 
C:  And also with you.     
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
M: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in Christ.   Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to 
those living in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

 
 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 
glory for ever and ever. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,         
      he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for   
      you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C:   Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates
 CW #3
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PRAYER 
 
M:  We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you give us to eat 

and to drink in this sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, 
and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 

C:  Amen. 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN          When All the World was Cursed 
                            CW #20:4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lead Us to Your Light  by  Carol Browning. GIA Publications Inc. © 2001.  Reprinted and podcast Reprinted and podcast with 
permission under  One License A-730420.  All rights reserved.   
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 PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Q:  What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word?  
 
A:  He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.  
 
Q:  What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them?  
 
A:  I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well I have carried out my responsibilities as a 

husband or wife or single person, as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved God with 
all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? Have I been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have 
I been selfish, lazy, envious, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given anyone a bad 
name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is right and 
good?  

 
Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment, what should I do?  
 
A:  I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those of which I am unaware. I will pray to God for 

his mercy and forgiveness.  
 
Q:  How do I receive his gracious forgiveness?  
 
A:  His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the cross for me to pay the full price for all my 

sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have been clothed in my Savior’s perfect righteousness and holiness.  
 
Q:  What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his?  
 
A:  In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink 

to unite me with him and my fellow believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but sweeps away 
all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of 
heaven.  

 
Q:  How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord's Supper?  
 
A:  I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he died. There he tells me: "Take and eat; 

this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in 
remembrance of me. "  

 
Q:  How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus?  
 
A:  I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight temptation, do my best to correct whatever 

wrongs I have done, and serve him and those around me with love and good works.  
 
Prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it 
strengthen me to remain in you as you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to 
others. Amen.  
 


